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a greater elevation above the surface of the earth than the
bulk of the matter of the lower subdivisions.  Thus
though any person on that plane can move on it anywhere,
his natural tendency is to float at a level corresponding to
the specific gravity of the heaviest matter in his astral
body. A man who has not permitted the rearrangement
in his astral body can float anywhere at will, but the man
who has submitted to that rearrangement is confined to
only one level, not because he cannot rise to the highest
or sink to the lowest, but because he is able to sense clearly
only that subplane, the matter of which at that time hap-
pens to be on the outermost of the concentric shells of his
astral body.
The lowest or seventh subplane, the astral slum
with its gloomy and depressing atmosphere below
the surface of the earth, is the most hideous and re-
pulsive, and is populated by the scum of humanity—
murderers, ruffians, drunkards and profligates—floating
in darkness and cut off from the other dead, though only
those are conscious there who are guilty of brutal crimes
or deliberate cruelty or possessed of evil appetites. Persons
of a generally better type, i.e., suicides who had sought
self-murder to escape the penalties of crimes, are also
found there.
Subdivisions four, five and six may be said to be
the astral double of the physical. The great majority of
people make some stay on the sixth which is simply like
physical life minus the physical body and its necessities,
while the fifth and fourth are merely etherealised copies of
the sixth, and life is less material there.
The first, second and third levels, though occupying
the same space, give the idea of being much further
removed from the physical, as men inhabiting them lose

